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AHHOTAIIUSA

Iesnb naHHOH pabOTHI — UCCIENOBATh SIMOHCKUI HAlMOHAJIBHBIN HAIUTOK CaKd B UCTOPUKO-
KyJIbTYpPHOM acHeKTe. AKTyaJbHOCTh HCCIEIOBaHHUSA OOYCIIOBJIEHA PACTYyIIMM HHTEPECOM K
U3YYECHHUIO SITOHCKON HAllMOHAJIIBHOM KyXHU 6aceKy, MPOLIEAIIe MHOTOBEKOBOU ITyTh PAa3BUTHS.
B cratbe paccmaTpuBaeTcs STUMOJIOTHSI CJIOBAa «Cakd», 0c000€ BHUMaHHE YJeNsieTcs
MIPE/ICTAaBICHMSIM O Cakd B MU(]aXx, JIETeH1aX U APEBHUX JINTEPATYPHBIX MaMATHUKaAX. Mcronb3ys
METOAbl  JA€(DUHUIIMOHHOIO W  KOHTEKCTHOI'O  aHalu3a, JIMHIBOKYJIBTYPOJIOTHYECKOTO
KOMMEHTApHUsl, aBTOP OIMCBIBACT MCTOPUIO CAK), YTO IIO3BOJSAET OCMBICIUTH IIPOLECCHI,
MPOUCXOAAIIME B SMOHCKOM KyJbTypHOW Tpamuuuu. Ha OCHOBaHMM NPOBEIEHHOIO
HCCIIEA0BAHMS JIETIAETCS BBIBOJ O TOM, YTO B MUPOBOCIPHUSTHHU SITIOHIEB CAaKd — 3TO HE MPOCTO
QJIKOTOJIbHBIM HAIUTOK, a CBOCOOPA3HbIM MapKep MPUHAIIECKHOCTH K CaMOOBITHOM KyJbTYpe,
KyJbTYpHBIH CHMBOJ, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIMH MepeAaye JTyXOBHO-HPABCTBEHHBIX LIEHHOCTEH OT
OJIHOTO MOKOJIEHUS JAPYTOMY.

JlJ1sl (UTHPOBAHMS B HAYYHBIX MCCJIET0BAHUAX
N3zotoBa H.H. Caks kak HeoThemiieMas 4acTh KyJabTypHOTo Hacienus Snonun // Kynsrypa
u muBwimsamus. 2019. Tom 9. Ne 4A. C. 33-38.

KiroueBbie ciioBa
Caka, puc, grnoHckas KyxHs, satumonorus, Komsuku, Xapuma-¢ynoku, MUQBI U JETEHbI,
HCTOpUS, KyJIbTYypa.
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BBenenue

HanumoHanbHO-KyIbTypHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH TaCTPOHOMHMYECKOW KyJbTYpHl JIO00OTO Hapoja
OIIPENIeNIAIOTCA MPUPOJHBIMU U TeorpaUUecKMMU YCIOBUSAMH, PEIMTHO3HBIMHM MpPEANUCAHUSIMH,
OCHOBOIIOJIATAIONIMMHU  KYJIbTYpHBIMUA LeHHOCTsMUA. [.I. MonuanoBa oOpamiaeT BHUMaHHE Ha
CBOWCTBO €[Ibl CIIY’)KMTh I1OKa3aTelleM «OOLIero ypoBHS LUBWIM30BAaHHOCTH HapoJa PEruoHa, ero
TaJIaHTa, OPUTMHAIBHOCTH U OCOOCHHOCTH HAIIMOHAJILHOT'O MBIIUICHUS, YPOBHS MPUCIIOCOOICHHOCTH
K MPHPOIHBIM YCIOBUSIM cpenbl odutanus» [MomuanoBa, 2013, 9]. I'.l. ['aueB Ha3bIBaeT HUILY
MIOCPETHUKOM «MEXJy Halled BHYTPEHHEH JKU3HBIO U HapYKHBIM OKPY’KAIOIIUM MHUPOM, MEXKAY
OOJIBIIMM MaKpOKOCMOCOM BOKpYT YellOBeKa M ero Mukpokocmocom» [["aues, 2008, 64]. E.1O.
KapaukoBa u WU.T. IlpokodbeBa, paccmarpuBas CeMHOTHUYECKHE (YHKLUHU €Abl, MOAYEPKUBAIOT:
«HekoTopele 011012 U HATUTKH HACTOJIBKO TECHO aCCOIMHUPYIOTCS B CO3HAHMHU JIIOACH C TEMH WU
MHBIMH IIpa3JHUKaMH, YTO BOCIIPUHUMAIOTCS KaK UX CUMBOJIbI, 0€3 MPUCYTCTBUS KOTOPBIX HA CTOJIE
Mpa3JHOBAHNE TTOKAXKETCsI HEMOJIHOIICHHBIM WK “‘HemnpaBuiIbHBIM » [[Ipokodnena, Kapaukosa, 2019,
43].

HccnenoBanue NUILEBBIX MPEANOYTEHUH, TPAAULIUHI 3aCTOJIbS, PUTYaJIOB U 0ObIYAEB, CBI3aHHBIX C
€101, TO3BOJIIET BBIMTH 3a MpEeNibl MOHMMAHUS MUIIM KaK 3JIEMEHTa MaTepHabHOW KYJbTYpPHI,
OCHOBHOH BHTaJbHOM HOTPEOHOCTH 4YEJIOBEKa M PacCMOTPETh €€ Kak 0COOyH CEMHOTHYECKYIO
cHCTeMY, KyJIbTYPHBIN KOJ, BIUSIOMNN Ha (HOPMUPOBAHHE HAITMOHAIILHON MIEHTHYHOCTH.

ITHMOJIOTHSA CJI0OBA «CAKI»

B nexabpe 2013 r. Ha koHdepenunn KOHECKO, kotopas npoxoauna B baky, Obu10 NpUHATO pe-
IIICHUE O BKJIFOUCHUU SITTOHCKON HAIIMOHAJILHOW KyJIHMHAPUU U e Tpaauiinii B CIIHCOK HeMaTepuaib-
HOTO KynbTypHOTO Hacnemust [ [F1E ] 22 p¢ XA A S LEPEIC B SR SALE L2 |, www].

TpaaTuIMOHHYIO KYXHIO 6dceKy HEBO3MOXHO TIPEJCTaBUTh 0€3 HAINMOHAIBLHOTO SITOHCKOTO
HanuTKa 8 caxs, win A nuxoncio — «anomnckoe caxksy, Kak ero HaspiBaoT B SImonuun. Cakd
W3TrOTABIIMBAIOT M3 PHUCA, OCHOBHOTO TPOAYKTA MHUTaHUS SMOHIEB. O 3HAYMMOCTH pUCa B JKHU3HH
ATIOHIIEB TOBOPUT TOT (DaKT, YTO CJIOBO, 0OO3HAYarolmiee BapeHblil puc Z i 2coxan, CHHOHUMHYHO
TIOHATHUIO «E7a», CJIOBO «CaKd» 0003HAYaeT JIF0OOW aKOTOJIBHBIA HATIUTOK.

CyIecTBYIOT pa3JIMuHbIe TOJKOBAaHUSI STUMOJIOTHHU CJIOBa «cakd». COriiacHO OJHOW U3 BEpPCHUH,
CaKd TPOMCXOJMT OT BBIpAKEHHS H</K  cakasmudsy — «eoda npoysemanusny. Cakasmudzy
tparcopMupoBanock B V71 T caxas, 3atem B Y7 T caxs n nakonen B Y7 caxo.

VICTOKHM CIIOBa «Cakd» TaKkKe CBA3BIBAIOT CO CJIOBOCOYETAHHEM <X DX cakas — HO Ku
«cesuentoe caxks ONis Npoyeemanuay. < X cakas — «IPOLUBETaHUE», X Ku — 4YacTh cioBa F3 il
oMuKu — «cBSAMIEHHOE cakd». Co BpeMeHeM < X (D ¥ cakas-Ho ku IpeBpatuiock B Y71 =/ /7 caxas-
Ho k9, W71 /7 caxasks, W77 77 caxors m 3arem V7 caxo.

CorylacHO Jpyrol THUIOTE3E, CaKd MPOMCXOAUT OT YCTapEBIIETO ClioBa 7 ¥/ KyCu — «CTPAaHHBIMH,
yAUBHUTENbHBIN». DPYKTHI, YIABIINE B YIUIyOJIEHUE B JIEPEBE WM KaMHE, BBIICISIN COK, KOTOPBIHA
TOBEPTAJICSI ECTECTBEHHOMY OpOkeHUI0. YemoBeK, BHIMUBIIMA TAKOW COK, MPUXOIUI B IPUIIOTHATOE
pacmoyokKeHue Iyxa. DTO Ka3aloch YAMBUTENbHBIM. [lo3TOMYy mepeOpOoAMBIIMIA ATKOTOIBHBIMA
HaIMTOK U3 (PPYKTOB SATOHIILI CTAJIM Ha3bIBaTh Kycu. BokecTBO cakd 30ByT Kycunoxamu 7 >/ DFf

(KERENNZE, AJUThi) |, uro mosBomseT cmenaTh BHIBOA O TOM, UYTO BMECTO CIIOBA K)Cl,
0003Ha4aBLIEro (PPyKTOBBIH ATKOTONBHBIN HAMMTOK, CTAIM YIOTPEOIATh CIIOBO caxd [F31F D & ik

~ BT DA AT D HR, www].
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bonee BeposTHBIM MpeACTaBIseTCS APYroe MPearoyioKeHUe, COTJIaCHO KOTOPOMY CIIOBO CaKd
YXOIUT KOPHAMHU B riaron =UF % caxkopy — «m3berath». SINOHIBI BEPUIM, YTO Cakd 00JaMaeT
1eeOHBIMHM CBOMCTBAMHU, IOMOTAET U30eXaTh NpocTyAbl. Hegapom cTapuHHas smOHCKas MOCIOBULIA
rnacur: 1L H KD caxs éa xaxyaxy-no me — «Caxd — JydIee u3 cra JEKapCTB.

Caxd B sNOHCKOH MH(]OT0TUN
U JINTEPATYPHBIX MAMATHUKAX

YHoMHHaHHUS O CaK? MOXKHO HAilTH B APEBHUX JIMTEPATYPHBIX MaMATHUKAX AnoHuu. B «3amucsax
o nesHUsAX ApeBHocTH» Koosuxu VIl B., coxpanuBmmx Mudsl U npenaHus ApeBHer SmoHuw,
pacckasbIBaeTCs 0 TOM, Kak OpaT 6oruHM coiHia Amarapacy 6or Berpa CycaHO-HO-MHKOTO MOOETUII
BOCBMUTIIABOTO 3Mesl. Cyca-HO-HO-MUKOTO MpHKa3al: «Bbl BOCBMIDK/IBI OUHIIICHHOE CaKd CBapHUTE, a
elre KpyroMm orpajay BO3BEAHWTE, B TOH Orpaje BOCEMb BOPOT OTKPOWTE, Y KaXKIBIX BOPOT MOMOCT
CIUIETUTE, HA KaXAbIH TOT HOMOCT OOYOHOK IS CaK? TOMECTHUTE, B KaXK/IbIii 00YOHOK TOTO BOCHMIK/IbI
OUYHIIICHHOTO CaK? IOJHBIM-TIOTHO HAJIEUTE W KAUTE». 3MEW Hamwics cakd u ycHyl, u CycaHo
pa3pyOuI1 ero Ha MEJIKHE KyCOUKH.

B ucropuko-reorpapuyeckux onucanusx apesHed Anonun nepsoii nonosunsl VI B. Xapuma-
@yodoxu ynomuHaercs ucropus ropuoro noins Cakau yezna Mubo: «Llapp Xomyzaa moctpous ABopery
B cernie OsKd, BBIPBUT KOJIOJIEI] HA ATOM I10JIC M BO3BEJI IIOMEIICHHE ISl BBITOHKH CaKd, TO3TOMY IT0JIe
u HazBaiu Cakam» [Konpan, 1969, 87]. 13 onucanuii yesaa Taka MOKHO y3HATh O «KOJJIOBCKOM CaKd»,
KOTOpO€ yHoTpeOIsI0Ch B PETUTHO3HBIX 00psaax Ajs BeIsiCHEHUs Bou 0oroB. «IIpeOriBaBias 31ech
OorwHS 0 MMEeHM MUTHHYCHXHMMD, HE MMes My)ka, poawna cbiHa. Korjma oHa coOpamack BapuTh
KOJIZIOBCKOE CaKd, TO BO3/eaia PUCOBOE TMOJIe B CEMb TOKOPO, M Ha 3TOM I0JIE€ B CEMb JHEH U CeMb
HO4eH co3pen puc. OHa cBapuiia cakd, co3Baja BCeX OOTOB s MoBeliesia CbIHY OOHOCUTH [OOTOB] 3THUM
cakd. PebeHok cpasy HampaBuiics K 60ry AMPHOMaxXUTOIly U mpernojaHec [emy cakd]. Takum oOpazom
y3Hanu ero otma» [Tam xe, 101].

O neneOHBIX CBOICTBAaX Cakd MOBECTBYIOT APEBHUE STOHCKHE JereH bl. B ckazanumn «benoe cakd
Cenze» paccka3bIBaeTCsi 0 MOPCKUX YYJOBHINAX «C ATUHHBIMUA KPACHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH U PO30BOM KOKEH
[[BETa [[BETYIICH BUIIHHU, C HAOCAPEHHON MOBI3KOM U3 3eJIEHBIX MOPCKUX Bomopociein» [3suc, 2008,
199], GompIMx JMOOUTENEH BBITUTH CBAIIEHHOTO 0EIOro cakd B OombImx KomuuecTBax. CoriaacHo
JeTeHae, Oelloe cakd BO3BpAIAeT JIFOASM MOJIOAOCTh M TPOJieBaeT rojabl xu3Hu, a Cemse maer
6eccmeptre. Kotopu, ceiH yMuparomiero otiua FOpuH?, X04eT UCIONHUTH €Tr0 MOCIEAHIO BOIIO —
BBINIUTH YamKky cakd. KOpuH? BcTpedaeT Ha Oepery KpaCHOBOJIOCBHIX CYIIECTB, M T€ JICIATCS C HUM
CBOMM HamUTKOM: «CTapHK »aJHO BHIMHI cakd. — [IpuHecH emie! — BOCKIMKHYJ CTapuK. — ITO HE
npoctoe BUHO. OHO J1aeT MHE CHJIBL. 1 UyBCTBYIO, KaK HOBAasl )KU3Hb MOTEKJIA IO MOUM CTapbIM BEHAM.
Wrak, Koropu BepHYyIICS Ha Oeper Mopsi, U KPACHOBOJIOCHIE CYIIIECTBA CHOBA OXOTHO TTOJICITHIIUCEH C HUM
Cakd, OHM CHAOJWJIM €ro HAMWTKOM Ha MATh JHEW, U K KOHIy msToro nHs HOpuH> mompaBuics»
[Tam xe].

HUctopus cakd

Cuwuraercs, uto 5000 net Hazan B snoxy /[zemon (14 000-400 rr. 10 H. 3.) )KUTENU SIMOHCKHX
OCTPOBOB MOIJIM TOTOBUTH AJIKOTOJIbHBIE HAMUTKU. Padymeercs, 310 ObLIO HE cakd, a nepeOpoJUBILINI
(PYKTOBBII COK.

JlaToil poKIeHUs SAMOHCKOM KyXHM IPUHATO CUUTATh IEPHUOJ Hadana BO3JeibiBaHusA puca. Ha
AMOHCKHI apXumenar KyJibTypa pucoBozacTBa nmpunuia u3 Kuras uepes Kopero npumepno 2500 ner
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Ha3aa. BelpamuBas puc, ApeBHHME ANOHIBI HAYYMJIMCh JI€aTh W3 HEro aJKOTIOJIbHBIM HAIUTOK,
UCIOJb3ys HCHBITAHHBIA Ha APYTrUX 3€pHOBBIX KYyJIbTypax <CGKBAdHBIM» CIIOCOO: Harperblii puc
TIIATEIIHO TIEPE)KEBbIBAIM W BBIIUIEBBIBAIM B KYBIIMH. B pHCOBYIO XBauKy H00aBISUIM BOLY,
HAuMHAJICSA MpOIecC OpOXKEHWs, W Moiy4anoch cakd [Anbmesckuid, 2017, 43]. IIporotun cak>
HasbiBaics I 7 O kymukamu no caxs: 1 — kymu «pot», BTe xamy — «keBaThy.

B kuraiickux ucropuyeckux xponukax lll B. coxpanuauch cBeieHUs O TOM, YTO SAIMOHLbI JIIOOSAT
Cakd M y HUX CYyIIECTBYeT 0ObIuaii coOMpaThCs, YTOOBI MUTH Cakd, KOT/a OIUIAKMBAIOT MEPTBBIX
[Appeal, www].

B 947 r. 6bu1 cocraBnen cBoa Jueucuxu — «CBOJ OOpsAOB MEpHOia DHTH», B KOTOPOM ObLIN
MOJIPOOHO ONMHUCaHbl CIIOCOOBI MPUTOTOBIEHUS cakd. [IpaBoM M3roToBiIEHMS Cakd 00JIaAaIM TOJIBKO
4JIeHBl MMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbH. IIpy JBOpE OBUIO CO3aHO CIEMHUAIBHOE BEAOMCTBOIE Y 7] Muku-1o
yykaca, KOTOpPOE 3aHMMalach TIPOU3BOJCTBOM Cakd JUIS HYXJ HMIIEPATOPCKOTO JBOpa U
LIEPEMOHUAIBHOTO HCIIOJb30BaHUA. B Te BpeMEeHa B OCHOBHBIX YEpPTax CIOXKWJIACh TEXHOJIOIHMS,
npUMeHseMas Ui MPOM3BOJCTBA Cakd C MOMOIIBIO IUIECHEBOH KyJIbTyphl #8 ko:m3u (Aspergillus
oryzae), koropas ucnonb3yercs B Hamu auu [ H ARG D I O&E, &l (AE 0001 X)
T2, wwwl.

B snoxy Xoiian (794-1185 rr.) caks Hayaau BapuTh B CHHTOMCTCKHUX M OyIMACKMX Xpamax. B
anoxy Kamakypa (1185-1333 rr.) u Mypomatu (1333-1573 1T.), KOrza CTONUIEH CTpaHbl ObLT TOPOJT
Kuoro, B cpenneBexoBoii SInoHuu OypHO pa3BUBajIachk TOPTrOBIISI U CAK3 CTAJIO CBOOOHO IPOAABATHCSL.
[Tpon3BOACTBO MEPECTANIO OBITH MPEPOraTHBOM UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IBOPA U MOHACTHIPEH, MOSBHINCH TP
JEkcaxaxypa: 18 — cax, Jik — cknan. Tak Ha3bIBAIKMCH CAKIBAPHH, B KOTOPHIX POM3BOINIIN U XPAHHIIH
cakd. HekoTopple U3 HUX yKe TOT/Ia CTaH KPYIMHBIMHU MpeAnpusTHsIMHA. KOHKYypeHIHsT MeKIy HUMHU
0J1arOTBOPHO CKa3ajlaCh Ha TEXHOJIOTUAX U KadyecTBe MpoaykTa. OCHOBHAs METOAMKA MPOU3BOJICTBA
caky cnoxkunach npumepHo B XVI B.. Obuia uzobperena Texmuka ‘K AZlxuups — mpororHn
nacTepusaluy, Korja cakd NnepeauBaiv B 4aH W HarpeBaiu a0 64°C. Xponuku snoxu Mypomatu
CBHJIETEIILCTBYIOT, UTO MPOIIECC MACTEPU3ALINHU HCITOIB30BAJICS TIPU U3TOTOBJICHUH CaKd 3a HECKOIJIBKO
croyieTu 10 poxaenus Jlym Ilacrepa.

Ha osmoxy Dmo (1600-1868 rr.) mpumiencs pacuBeT NOpouM3BoACTBa cakd. LIeHTpom ero
IIPOU3BOJCTBA cTan paiioH Kunku. TaM Haxoauinuce ABe apeBHUE cToaulbl Snonun — Kuorto n Hapa,
BAKHBIM TOPrOBBIM W HWHIAYCTPHUAIBHBIN ILeHTp cTpaHbl ropox Ocaka. IlepBoe Bpems cakd
M3TOTaBJIMBAJIM B 3MMHHE MECALbI, KOTOPbIE CUUTANNCH Haubosiee OJaronpusTHBIMH JAJIS Ipoliecca
¢depmenTanuu. Ero 3anuBany B G0YOHKH M3 JPEBECHHBI KPUIITOMEPHH M MEPEBO3WIM B pa3IMyHbIE
paitonsl ctpanbl. Kak ormeuaer A.H. MemepsikoB, «0COOEHHO YHCTHIM U JJOPOTUM CUUTAIOCH Cak?,
KOTOpOE MpOojeNajo MyTh OT 3HAMEHUTHIX BHHOKypeH pairioHa Ocaka mo0 Dm0 (Tokwuo). 3a Bpems
MyTEHIECTBUS Ha JIOMIAJKaX U MOPEM OHO XOPOLIEHBKO B30ANTHIBAIOCH M IMPHOOPETAIO OCOOBIN
apomam» [Memepsikos, 2008, 428].

B 1904 r. MunuctepctBo ¢uHancoB SAnonun yupennmino HaydHo-nucciieqoBaTenbCKuii MHCTUTYT
caxonenus (JEZEK A AFITHT), kKoTophlii BHEC BaKHBIM BKJIa[ B COBEPUICHCTBOBAHME TEXHOJIOIMIA
MIPOU3BOJICTBA CaKd, CO3JAHUS SJIUTHBIX COPTOB ATOIO AJIKOTOJIBHOTO HamuTKa. B nanpHeiimem B
Iporecce M3rOTOBJICHUS CaKd CTalld MCIIOJB30BaThCS BEPTUKAIBHBIC PUCOILIN(OBATIHHBIC MAIIUHBI,
IMaJIMPOBaHHBIC YaHbI, COBEPLICHCTBOBAINCH OTOOP M KYJIbTHBUPOBAaHHE APOXIKEBBIX KynbTyp [The
story of sake, www].

B Hamm gHM, KaKk M COTHHU JIeT Ha3aJ, SMOHCKHE CaKIBapbl, COXpaHss APEBHHUE TPaIUIIHH,
CTpEMSITCA yIyUIINTh TOHKUI BKYC U apOMaT 3TOT0 CaMOOBITHOTO HAIUTKA.

Nadezhda N. lIzotova
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3akJIoueHue

Ha nporsikeHun cronetuil cakd? ObUIO 4YacThiO MOBCEIHEBHOW XH3HM JKUTEJEH apxumenara,
CIIy’)KWJIO CIIOCOOOM KYJIBTYpHOM HAEHTH(QUKanuu. J[0 CUX MOp MHOTHE SIMOHLBI BEPAT, YTO ITOT
HAnHUTOK oOcBsmeH Ooramu. CakpaldbHOE OTHOIIEHHWE K Cakd OOYCIOBICHO €ro pHUTYyaJbHBIM
xapaktepoM. M3Ha4albHO 3TOT HAMWUTOK TNpeqHa3Hadalcs O0KecTBaM, YTOOBI 3aJ00pHTh HUX H
obecneynTs OOMIIBHBIA ypOxkall Ha Iepuo] BO3JENbIBaHUA puca. Jlo CUX IOp MHOI'ME CUHTOMCTCKUE
o0psabl U QecTuBanu He 00XoasaTcsa 6e3 cakd. B 0co00 BaXKHBIX M TOPKECTBEHHBIX CIy4asX >KU3HU
SATIOHIIBI OTJAIOT MPEANOYTEHUE UMEHHO 3TOMY CaMOOBITHOMY HanmuTKy. Cakd AJisl SAMOHIIEB — OOJIbIIIe,
9YeM MPOCTO aJKOTOJIbHBIA HAIMTOK, 3TO CBOECOOPa3HBIN KyJIbTYPHBIH CHMBOJ, aKTyaJIM3UPYIOLIMN
TpagulK, oOblYau, PUTYalbl, HOPMbI MOBEAEHHUsI U 00pa3 MBIIUICHUS, HALMOHAIBHO-KYJIbTypHBIE
0COOEHHOCTH 3CTETUKU U TAaCTPOHOMHUYECKON KYJIBTYPBI.
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Abstract
The article aims to study sake, a traditional alcoholic beverage, in Japan in historical and cultural
aspects. The research methodology is based on the diachronic method, definitional and contextual
analysis, linguocultural approach. The article points out that the research on food preferences,
traditions, rituals and customs, associated with food, allows researchers to go beyond understanding
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food as an element of material culture, one of the basic vital human needs and to view it as a special
semiotic system, a cultural code that influences the formation of national identity. The author of the
article pays attention to the fact that sake has played a central role in Japanese life and culture for
the past 2,000 years and concludes that sake is such an integral part of the Japanese life and tradition
that having some knowledge of it can add to one’s understanding of Japanese history, culture, and
society. Sake is considered to be a unique cultural phenomenon, an important component of national
identity. For centuries it has been part of the life of almost every person in Japan. Sake is more than
a drink because it also serves a vital social purpose of defining the most important moments in
Japanese life.
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