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Abstract

The formation and development of journalistic education in India in the conditions of fast-
growing media sector is a topic that has not received sufficient disclosure in the Russian science
studies. In the background of existing problems in the field of freedom of journalism as a social
institution, the rights and position of journalists in this Asian country, the contemplation of the
journalistic personnel training system has an undoubted research interest. Indian journalism
education is a unique phenomenon which is heterogeneous in its structure, goals and objectives.
The article examines and analyzes the key provisions of the system of professional training of
journalists in India, the role and place of a journalist in the country, the problems of its security
and social protection. Author also pays attention to professional ethics and qualifications of media
workers. In general, it is concluded that Indian journalists are poorly qualified, and the editorial
policy does not sufficiently reflect the social and economic realities of the country. In March 2013,
the Press Council of India decided to create a committee to determine the minimum journalistic
qualifications. The idea was rejected by media practitioners who claim that journalism is a
vocation, but the question is still open. The work of a journalist in India, as in the rest of the world,
is increasingly moving away from objectivity and impartiality, turning into a profession of a
lobbyist and a PR manager, aimed at obtaining benefits mostly.
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Introduction

India is a unique country with a 5,000-year-old civilization and it has been building its democracy
for almost 70 years with its distinctive national color, unlike other countries of the world.

According to its Constitution, modern India is a sovereign socialist secular republic, which consists
of 29 states and 7 union territories, where the population speaks 22 officially recognized languages
already. The geographic, geological, climatic, cultural and linguistic diversity of the country is so great
that it is very difficult for the government to build an adequate national policy; however, it is currently
successfully coping.

The originality of the country has determined the development of the national journalism and the
media industry in total. If private business controls the press, radio, filmmaking and the transnational
television industry, government initiatives dominate the national segment of Indian television and the
Internet.

The modern Indian media industry has great power, wide markets (in terms of multilingualism),
representing the interests of almost all segments of the population.

Main Part

The print media of India today is in private ownership actually, state ownership in this market
segment is no more than 2%. In 2011, the daily cumulative circulation of the print media reached 330
million copies (with 1.3 billion people), over the past 10 years, the cumulative circulation of the Indian
press market grew by 288% [Press in India, www].

Nowadays there are about 100,000 registered print media, 850 government television channels (413
of them are news and 437 are entertainment) in India, also there are state broadcasters Doordarshan
(Public TV) and Akashvani — All India Radio (AIR).

There are many privately owned FM radio stations and radio stations owned by academic
institutions and non-governmental organizations in India. In terms of the number of Internet users, India
ranks the second place in the world (462 million), the first and the third places belong to China (721
million) and the United States (286 million), respectively [Internetlivestats, www].

The training of journalistic personnel in India began even before the country gained independence
(1947) in the philological faculties of universities, where only the purity of language and journalistic
responsibility were emphasized, however, the owners of newspapers absolutely did not pay attention
to these points. After independence there were business interests in the first place (the newspaper had
to be sold), which also ignored the norms of professional behavior of a journalist. Only in the 1990s
Mass Media began to create their own schools of journalism.

Today in the field of journalistic education in India, there are several players, ranging from state
universities and media houses that own educational institutions for the training of media workers, to
journalistic pedagogical associations and unions working with enterprises and non-profit organizations.
Journalist training in India is a subset of specialties and specializations in the field of mass
communication. In India, there are about 700 universities that train specialists in the field of Mass
Media with programs of any level and volume. Moreover, there are two state universities dedicated
exclusively to journalism and education in the field of mass communication, and the national university
with the School of Journalism, including the latest media disciplines.

Each university includes hundreds of colleges offering highly specialized additional programs in
the field of journalism and mass communication for bachelors and even graduate students. However,
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only 10-15 Indian universities can offer PhD programs, because really high-grade researches can be
conducted only in English language (from 22 officially recognized ones), and Indian scientists who
have been educated in the UK are mostly unable to create adequate and relevant training media
programs because of the linguistic, sociocultural, resource, etc. differences [Murthy, 2011].

It is important to notice that majority of educational programs in the field of journalism was
initiated by Indian scientists who trained in the United States of America. So, their approach to
journalistic education was more Western, not local. This western orientation is still ongoing, along with
the lack of standard curricula throughout India. Often, curricula are completely dependent on the
decision of the teaching staff (I read what | want), not on such variables as institutional needs,
importance and relevance of content, students' preferences. India does not conduct monitoring and
evaluation of journalism programs. The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
focuses only on the general quality of education in high school, college, etc.

The participation of the private sector in the training of Indian journalists is great — there are
hundreds of commercial institutes and training courses for journalists, including programs with foreign
participation. The American College of Journalism, located in the largest city of India Mumbai
(Bombay until 1995) is especially popular in India, despite the fact that until recently there were
government bans on the participation of foreign capital in Indian media.

Although private educational institutions are able to satisfy the needs of Indian media market and
requirements of employers for their staff, the cost of training in such institutions is high and most
students from middle-income families are unable to pay for them. In addition, there is a huge difference
in the programs of private and public educational institutions. Today, many Indian media groups have
created their own training schools, some of which are available for a wide audience. For example, the
owner of a large Eenadu publishing group Ramoji Rao created a school for training journalists in
Telugu language on the base of his media holding, where he even assigns scholarships to students. In
reality, these scholarships are paid for publications prepared by students for the editions of the holding.
At the same time, the son of media magnate was sent to study journalism abroad [Ravindranath, 2005,
102].

According to the World Free Press Index, India currently ranks 136 out of 180 countries included
in the rating [2017 World Press Freedom Index, www], which indicates an unsatisfactory position in
the field of media independence, the quality of legislation and the protection of journalists in this Asian
country. The Indian Union of Journalists reports that 47 journalists have died in India since the early
1990s. For example, in 1997, 7 journalists were killed, and 9 in 2015. Very often pressure is put on
media workers, mostly for political reasons.

Over the past few years, journalists who criticize Hindu nationalist movements and their leaders
have been attacked in social networks, they are also threatened with physical violence, as for women
journalists, as a rule, they are threatened with rape [Russian BBC, www].

On September 5, 2017, journalist Gauri Lankesh was shot dead. The woman was the editor of an
Indian tabloid who often criticized Hindu extremists. In November 2016, Lankesh was accused of
defamation because of an article published in 2008, where she called the member of Bharatiya Janata
Party (remark — the ruling party) Pralhada Joshi a corrupt. In December 2016, the journalist gave an
interview to online media and stated that “as a citizen of India, |1 oppose the fascist and communal
policies of Bharatiya Janata Party”. She accused the ruling party of distorting the ethics of Hinduism
and declared herself an opponent of the caste system, which she described as “dishonest, unfair, and
discriminatory on the basis of sex”.

According to the International Committee of Journalists Protection, since 2013 there have been
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three similar contract killings of secularists and rationalists in India, whose investigations have not
progressed far. Death of Lankesh became the fourth crime.

The Committee regularly publishes a ranking of countries based on the so-called Impunity Index,
based on the percentage of contract killings of journalists remaining undisclosed. In the last publication,
India ranked 13th.

In turn, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) also reports that journalists who openly
criticize Hindu nationalists are regularly threatened with rape and beatings, and the ministers of the
ruling party call them “presstitutes”, a mix of the words “press” and “prostitute”.

Nowadays a special bill is being drafted in India, which will have to provide journalists with the
same rights of protection as other state employees.

Prejudices against women continue to exist in many Indian editorial staffs, very often the employers
do not want to hire them, even though they have diplomas with honors. The problems of the caste
stratification also did not disappear, although in 1950 the Constitution of India recognized equality of
castes and their legal full rights. Anyway, you will not see representatives of lower Sudras and Dalits
(untouchables) in top news programs [Rajpurohit, 2014].

The Indian Press Council also notes all sorts of violations of professional ethics by Indian
journalists. Mostly it is an obtaining personal benefit from their materials. Indian journalists are
compromising themselves by accepting all kinds of services from those about whom they need to write
positively, whether they are hiring relatives, getting housing benefits, or simply accepting an envelope
with “bonuses”. It is noteworthy that the editorial leadership often does not prevent it, on the contrary,
it may even participate. This is especially seen in election campaigns [Secretariat, 2013]. The bribes
received by the media, the Government of India regards as a real threat to democracy and tries to take
measures to eradicate corrupt practices, which is officially announced from high tribunes.

In 1955, the so-called “Working Journalists and other Newspaper Employees (Condition of
Service) and Miscellaneous Provisions Act” was accepted, according to which the Ministry of Labor
and Employment of India established six special commissions designed to protect the working
conditions of journalists and guarantee stable and decent wages. But in 1993, media owners developed
and introduced a system of media contracts, which had virtually canceled these guarantees. The trade
unions of Indian journalists claim that nowadays media workers, especially newcomers, are mercilessly
exploited by this system, considered as temporary “disposable” employees [Tambat, 2012].

Despite the pressures and challenges the journalistic profession faces in India, it is still honorable
and prestigious.

The number of people willing to be a professional journalist is not reduced, as evidenced by the
growing number of students in media schools annually, while future journalists express a desire to work
primarily in the electronic, not in the print media, since the Indian Internet boom provides many
alternative career paths.

In 2006, media researcher A. Balasubramania surveyed 835 journalists working in 11 languages in
14 Indian states for their vocational education. Only 35% of respondents had a formal journalistic
education [Balasubramanya, 2006, 45-49]. A study by V. Gupta in 2009 showed that 68% of the
employees in the electronic media of the most populated city in India, Mumbai, received journalistic
training [Gupta, 2009].

Despite the presence of media schools and the training of journalists in universities, the Indian
media industry recognizes the lack of professional staff, especially in the field of press. There is also
some concern about the quality of teaching at journalism schools [Power of a billion..., 2013]. For
example, the state universities of Pune and Nagpur still offer a one-year training program for journalists

Valentin V. Matvienko



Theory and methods of professional education 317

[Barve, 2007], while the bachelor's degree should not be only practical, but also give the student an
idea of the economic, socio-political and cultural environment, where the national media system exists.

Conclusion

In general, Indian journalists are poorly qualified, and the editorial policy does not sufficiently
reflect the social and economic realities of the country. In March 2013, the Press Council of India
decided to create a committee to determine the “minimum journalistic qualifications”. The idea was
rejected by media practitioners who claim that journalism is a vocation, but the question is still open.

The work of a journalist in India, as in the rest of the world, is increasingly moving away from
objectivity and impartiality, turning into a profession of a lobbyist and a PR manager, aimed at
obtaining benefits mostly.
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AHHOTAnUA

®opMupoBaHUE U PA3BUTHE KYPHAUTUCTCKOTO 00pazoBanus B IHIMK B yCIOBHAX ObICTpOpacTy-
LIET0 MEIUa-CEKTopa — TeEMa, KOTOpasl He NOJIy4YHJIa JOCTaTOYHOI'O PACKPBITHS B POCCUMCKUX Hay4-
HBIX HccrnenoBanusix. Ha ¢one cymecTByromux mpobdiaem B 001acTi CBOOOIBI KYPHATHCTHKHA Kak
COLIMAJIBHOTO MHCTUTYTA U3YyYEHHUE CHCTEMbI IOJArOTOBKU JKYPHAIMCTCKUX KaJpOB BBI3bIBAET HECO-
MHEHHBIN HCCIIeZ0BaTENbCKUI nHTEepec. MHauiickoe )KypHaJIMCTCKOe 00pa3oBaHue SIBISETCS YHU-
KaJIbHBIM SIBJIEHHEM, KOTOPOE HEOJHOPOJIHO IO CBOEH CTPYKTYpE, LIesIM U 3aj1a4yaM. B crarbe pac-
CMaTpPHUBAIOTCS U aHAJM3UPYIOTCS OCHOBHBIE MOJIOKEHUSI CUCTEMBI PO(PECCUOHATBHOM MOArOTOBKU
KYpPHAIUCTOB B MIHIUM, pOJIb U MECTO KYPHAJIMCTA B CTpaHe, MpoOsieMbl UX OE30IIACHOCTH U COLH-
aJIbHOM 3amuThl. B 11€710M /1enaeTcs BBIBOI O TOM, YTO WHAUNWCKHE )KYPHAIMCTH UIMEIOT HU3KYIO KBa-
TuUKaIHIo, a peJaKIIMOHHAs MTOJIMTUKA HEAOCTATOYHO OTPaKaeT COLMaIbHbIE 1 SKOHOMUYECKHE pe-
ammu crpanbl. B mapte 2013 roma Coset npeccel HaMu NpHHST pelieHne co31aTh KOMUTET IS
OTpeIeIeHNss MUHUMAJIbHOTO YPOBHS KYpPHAJTUCTCKOM KBanuukauuu. Mnies Obuia oTBepruyra cre-
nuanuctamu no CMU, koTopsle yTBEpkKAak0T, YTO )KyPHAIMCTHKA 3TO IPU3BAHUE, HO BOIIPOC BCE €I11€
ocTaeTcs OTKpHITHIM. PaboTa sxypHaiucTa B UHaMK, Kak U B OCTAIbHOM MHpE, Bce OOJIbIIIe OTAAS-
€TCsl OT 0OBEKTUBHOCTH M OECIIPUCTPACTHOCTH, MPEBPAIIAsICh B MPOQECCHIO JIOOOHCTa M MEHEKEpa
IO CBSI3SIM € OOIIECTBEHHOCTHIO, HAIIEJIEHHYIO TJIaBHBIM 00pa30M Ha MOJIy4Y€HHE BBITOI.

J1st tMTUPOBaHMS B HAYYHBIX HCC/IEI0BAHUAX
MatBuenko B.B. O030p cocTosiHUS KYpPHAJUCTUKA M SKYpPHAIMCTCKOrOo OOpa3oBaHHsS B
Wupauu // Tlemarornyeckuii xypuan. 2018. T. 8. Ne 6A. C. 313-318.

KiaroueBble ci1oBa
WNunus, xypHanuctckoe oopa3zoBanue, nnauiickue CMU, ceo6oga CMU, npaBa KypHaJIHCTOB,
npodeccuoHaNIbHas ATUKA, KYPHATUCTCKAsk OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, KBATHU(UKAIIUS )KYPHAITHUCTA.

bubauorpadus

1. Balasubramanya A.S. Journalists in India — A profile findings of a national survey // Vidura. 2006. 43 (3). P. 45-49.

2. Barve U. Cross cultural journalism teaching: Case of an Indian university. Paper presented at the 16th AMIC conference
and First World Journalism Education Congress, Singapore, 2007.

3. Gupta G. Perceptions and opinions of television news personnel about role of news media. Department of Extension
Education, SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai, 2009.

4. International  anti-corruption portal. URL: http://anticorr.media/otkryto-kritikovavshaya-induistskuyu-politiku-
zhurnalistka-zastrelena-okolo-svoego-doma-v-indii/

5. Internet users by country. URL: http://www.internetlivestats.com/internet-users-by-country/

6. Murthy C.S. Dilemma of course content and curriculum in Indian journalism education: Theory, practice and research //
Asia Pacific Media Educator. 2011. (21). P. 24-42.

7. Power of a billion. Realising the Indian dream FICCI-KPMG Indian media and entertainment industry report. Mumbai:
KPMG India, 2013.

8. Press in India 2013-14. 58th Annual Report of The Registrar of Newspapers of India. URL.: http://rni.nic.in/pin1314.pdf

9. Rajpurohit S. Dalit students and journalists — from classroom to newsroom, 2014. URL:
http://kafila.org/2014/03/27/dalit-students-and-journalists-from-classroom-to-news-room-shivnarayan-rajpurohit/

10. Ravindranath P.K. Indian regional journalism. New Delhi: Authors-press, 2005. 102 p.

11. Russian BBC. URL: https://mwww.bbc.com/russian/amp/features-41162929

12. Secretariat L.S. Standing Committee Report on Information Technology — Issues related to paid news. New Delhi:
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 2013.

13. Tambat S.V. Review of the press in India (2008-2012). New Delhi: The Press Council of India, 2012.

14. 2017 World Press Freedom Index. URL: https://rsf.org/en/ranking

Valentin V. Matvienko



