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Abstract

The article provides an introduction to the problems of axiology of education
in present-day Russia. The author's position is based on an understanding of the
value orientation as a major factor of social change. In the crucial moments of his-
tory educational values have been changing, evolutionary being violated together
with fluency in the development of public relations, stability and peaceful course
of the spiritual processes have been disturbed. The social value of education is to
raise a patriot, taking an active participation in social processes and a professional
employee. Comparing the experience of the Soviet educational system, focused
on achieving the ideal of full and harmonious development of society, the Western
experience and the current situation in Russia, the author concludes that the school
has now become a major factor in the humanization of social and economic rela-

tions, the formation of new vital guideline of the individual.
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Introduction in modern conditions. It is associated
with the justification of priority axiologi-

Axiological aspect of the educa- cal and value navigators of educational

tion system is of a particular importance activities. Philosophical reflection gives
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to educational concept meaning, pur-
pose, methods, principles, ideals, forms
moral axiological points of modern edu-
cation.

At the heart of axiology is the un-
derstanding and adoption of the value of
human life, education and training, edu-
cational activities, as well as education in
general. The category "value" is charac-
terized by the release of a number of fea-
tures common to all forms of social con-
sciousness: significance, normalization,
utility, necessity, appropriateness. Quali-
tative leap in any society does not become
possible when there are new ideas, but
when new value orientations become ma-
ture. Every society creates its own specif-
ic set of values expressing the dominant
interests, goals, principles. Values play an
important role in shaping the personality
performing two main functions:

1) being the basis for the forma-
tion and preservation of value points in
people's minds, they allow the individual
to take a stand, to find a point of view, to
assess;

2) values motivate activity and
behavior, because the orientation of the
individual in society and the pursuit of
individual goals relate to the values in-
cluded in the structure of personality.

At crucial moments of history ed-

ucational values being changed, evolu-

tionism being broken, smoothness in the
development of public relations, stability
and peace is disturbed during the spiri-
tual processes. In human and socio-col-
lective consciousness forms the spiritual
vacuum, which is filled with a "clipping
consciousness", dishonorable patterns
of mass culture, aggression, confusion,

cynicism.

Social value of education: the
Soviet and post-Soviet periods

Values on the level of its signifi-
cance, scale and similarity can be divid-
ed into two groups:

1) Human values imply rootedness
of outlook and provide the conditions for
ethnic and cultural self-determination of
a human being in the world in form of
life goals, leading motives for activities ,
needs and interests imperatives.

2) Personal educational value is
related to the problem of a human being
to find his place in life, to be responsible,
humane, spiritually rich. A very impor-
tant point in this defusion is the factor of
interaction, interdependence and com-
plementarity of those groups of values.

Social value of education is to
foster a man-patriot, an active partici-
pant in social processes, a good profes-

sional employee.
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Characteristic features of the So-
viet education system — free-of-charge
basis, massive involvement, common-
ality and compulsorism of education,
its ideological bias, focus on the future,
on the achievement of the ideal of full
and harmonious development of society
(spiritual wealth, moral purity and phys-
ical perfection), reliance on collective
forms of learning and education.

In the ideal of socialist personal-
ity education were present such qualities
as a deep mastery of the fundamentals of
science, thorough preparation in a spe-
cific scientific field (to be a professional
engineer, geologist, journalist), love of
labor, high physical development and
moral perfection. By such education cri-
teria positive results of illiteracy eradica-
tion have been achieved.

For many qualitative indicators
Soviet education is at the forefront and
leading position in the global education.
Foreign experts in the field of education
recognized that as well: "Comparing
Russian and American systems of edu-
cation, established traditions within both
systems, | argue that if there is a wealth
in Russia, it is exactly the traditional
system of education, which should be

retained"!.

1 Soifer, V. (1995), "Where is the best
education, in USA or in Russia?" ["Gde

In the Soviet era a focus on educa-
tion as a closed system of training, scorn-
ful attitude to personal issues, education
and professionalism, administrative and
bureaucratic leadership has led to a de-
terioration of the conditions of existence
of the educational system, as a result —
to crisis tendencies of the Soviet system
of education in the 80s of the last cen-
tury.

It is known that the huge success
of the Soviet system of education was
based on the main values of Russian cul-
ture, which is quite essential for the time

being: spirituality, morality, collegiality.

Foreign experience and baseline

conditions

Main value of the Western culture
is vigorous activity and success. In the
U.S., since 1980, there was made more
than 30 laws aimed at innovative devel-
opment. Federal programs have been ad-
opted: on the development of advanced
technologies, innovative research made
by small companies, developed appro-
priate mechanisms for laws to be appli-
cable. Created infrastructure — national
center for technology transfer, regional

centers, offices of research and applica-

luchshe uchat, v SShA ili v Rossii?"],
Izvestiya, September, 15, p. 7.
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tion of technology, association of federal
laboratories on the technology transfer.
As aresult, according to some es-
timates, the U.S. today have 70% of all
technological innovations. Quote from
the speech of the U.S. President, which
may serve as a reproach to our (Russian)
unproductive actions: "Since we know
that the progress and prosperity of future
generations will depend on how we edu-
cate the next generation, [ am announcing
a new solution to support mathematics
and science study. This 1s something that
I do particularly care. With this decision,
American students over the next decade
will rise from the middle to the upper
positions — on the top positions in math-
ematics and natural science. Because we
know that a country that outperform us
in education today, tomorrow will over-
take us in other areas. And I do not in-
tend to accept the fact that we conceded
to somebody in the level of education".
However, in Russia today value-
orientational situation has dramatically
changed. At the forefront of modern Rus-
sian citizen are such factors as economic
success, self-absorption, rationality and
pragmatism (hence the proliferation of

such criminal spheres as prostitution,

2 "Crisis and education" ["Krizis i
obrazovanie"], Znanie — sila, 2009, No.
10, pp. 18-19.

gambling, drugs, racketeering, murder-
ing, looting and violence).

Crisis of modern national educa-
tion system is a complex phenomenon
involving various aspects of its manifes-
tations: axiological, structural and orga-
nizational, substantive-methodological,
intrascientific. The crisis in education re-
flects the general crisis, which includes
political, economic, legal and political,
demographic and other components. The
crisis of the educational system in Rus-
sia exacerbated by the crisis of the world
system of education involved in a global
transition to a new system of information

civilization values.

Conclusion

In the context of Russia's transi-
tion to the rule of law, to democratic so-
ciety, to a market economy, its specific
problems are caused by the change of the
system of values and social priorities, as
well as economic and political difficul-
ties of this transition. Under the circum-
stances, the education is imposed upon
fundamentally new spiritual, moral and
socio-economic requirements. School, in
the broadest sense of the word, should be
the most important factor in the human-
1zation of social and economic relations,

the formation of new vivid affirmations
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of personality. Developing modern soci-

ety needs educated, moral, enterprising

people who can make their own deci-

sions in a situation of choice, the ability

to cooperate, being mobile and dynamic.

They must be prepared to cross-cultural

interaction, have a sense of responsibility

for the fate of the country, for its socio-

economic prosperity.

I.
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AHHOTALIUA
Crarps ipencTaBiseT co00i BBeIeHHE B IPOOJIEMAaTHKY aKCUOJIOTUN 00pa30BaHUS
B Poccuu Ha coBpeMeHnHOM 3tarie. CpaBHUBAs ONBIT COBETCKOM cHCTEMBbI 00pa3o-
BaHUS, OPUEHTUPOBAHHON Ha JOCTH)KEHHUE H7eana BCECTOPOHHETO M rapMOHMY-
HOT'O pa3BUTHS OOLIECTBA, 3a1aJJHOTO OIbITa U COBPEMEHHOM cutyaluu B Poccun,
aBTOP MPUXOAMT K BBIBOAY O TOM, YTO IIKOJIA CETOAHS JJOJKHA CTaTh BAXKHEUITUM
(dakTopoM rymaHu3aluyd oOUIECTBEHHO-I)KOHOMUYECKUX OTHOIIECHUH, (OpMUPO-

BaHUS HOBBIX JKU3HCHHBIX YCTAHOBOK JINYHOCTH.

KiroueBbie cjioBa
OO6pazoBaHue, aKCUOJIOTHS, [ICHHOCTHU, IIEHHOCTHAsI OPUEHTAIUsI, COBETCKAs CH-

cTéMa 06p330BaHI/I$I, Kpu3uc.
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