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Abstract

Objective. The purpose of the paper is to study the problem of the competition-monopoly
dichotomy in relation to the structure of the food market. Methodology. The author uses general
and special methods of scientific knowledge and philosophical analysis. Results. Small and
medium-sized producers of food products and raw materials have much more opportunities, both
in the production of high-quality products, and in the field of a wide variety of food products,
including products that meet the ethno-cultural characteristics of consumer preferences. But, at
the same time, possible volumes of food production by small and medium-sized enterprises,
possibility of storing and transporting food available to small and medium-sized producers, and,
more often prices of products of these producers can not compete with large transnational
corporations. That is why agroholdings are able to create significant barriers to entry into the
industry for small and medium-sized producers, and they also are able to displace players which
already work in the market. Conclusion. Modern global processes in agro-food markets are in a
deep ideological impasse, which characterizes state regulation of the agro-industrial sector
practically in all countries. The authorities of most states and various unions of states, at the
present time, do not have motives to prioritize conservation of natural resources and ecological
cleanliness of food products. Although, this support is based on the standardization of product
quality in almost all countries supporting agribusiness. Unfortunately, this standardization of food
and raw materials for their production is aimed at further narrowing the diversity of food products.

All this leads to the dichotomy of "competition-monopoly".
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Introduction

At present, the problem of the correlation of competitive and monopoly markets is particularly
acute. It is due both to the ever increasing level of globalization of the world economy as a whole, and
to the search for the greatest efficiency, both for individual economic entities and for national
economies. Of course, the concentration of production allows to achieve more efficient use of almost
all types of resources, but at the same time, highly concentrated production is much less able to satisfy
consumer preferences that meet the demands of the population in such commodity groups as, for
example, food or clothing and footwear, compared to with small and medium business. At the same
time, end consumers of food products have significantly less market power compared to producers,
even in markets that are not monopolistic.

The search for a balance between the efficiency of resource use and the satisfaction of consumer
preferences is a difficult task, which is practically impossible to solve by methods of economic analysis.
It is due both to the problems of using exhaustible resources, and to the priorities of consumption at the
level of national economies, economies of regions and the world economy as a whole. The methods of
economic analysis used to solve the described problem do not bring a proper result. Thus, to solve the
described problem it is necessary to use elements of philosophical analysis.

Food markets, in comparison with other markets, have a significant feature, namely, the priority of
short-term interests in relation to long-term strategic goals. The reason for this is the existence, at
present, of the problems of hunger and malnutrition of a large part of the population of our planet,
which almost everywhere prevails over the tasks associated with the rational and careful use of soil and
water. Since food products are needed "today", their producers are much less interested in preserving

these resources for "future generations", as compared with the growth of crop yields (or the increase in
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the number of livestock and poultry), an increase in the shelf-life of food products and raw materials
for their manufacturing, reducing the cost of a product unit, or increasing production volumes. These
problems are exacerbated even more in those national economies that allow producers and non-
residents to enter their territories and domestic markets, and, therefore, are even less interested in
preserving the natural resources of "alien" territories for future generations.

Quality, including environmental cleanliness, and a variety of food products, also lose their priority
compared to the task of "feeding" the population. Agroholdings which are able to produce significant
amounts of food can not fully ensure their high quality and ecological purity, since the effectiveness of
food production, most often involves the use of genetically modified seed, fodder antibiotics, inhuman
treatment of a domestic animal. In addition, the efficiency of food production is the reason for a
significant restriction in the variety of food products, since crops are selected for growing with the
highest yield and resistance to unfavorable external factors and the most productive breeds of livestock
and poultry. The consequence of this is the standard assortment of food products present on
supermarket shelves.

It should be specially emphasized that small and medium-sized producers of food products and raw
materials have much more opportunities, both in the production of high-quality products and in the
wide variety of food products, including products responding to the ethno-cultural characteristics of
consumer preferences. But, at the same time, the possible volumes of food production by small and
medium-sized enterprises, the possibility of storing and transporting food available to small and
medium-sized producers, and, more often than not, the prices of products of these producers can not
compete with large transnational corporations. That is why agroholdings are able to create significant
barriers to entry into the industry for small and medium-sized producers, and also are able to displace
players already present on the market.

It is necessary to note the importance of channels for promoting food products, which create
conditions for physical access to food. Currently, the level of income of trade networks, almost all over
the world, is higher than that of food producers. At the same time, access to the sale of products of

small and medium-sized producers through trade networks is restricted by various conditions.
The concept of sustainable development of agro-food markets

These problems are relevant for most states, and, therefore, they are global in nature. Overcoming

these problems can be achieved through a concept based on sustainable development. In this aspect,
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sustainable development is understood as the possibility of satisfying the needs of the present, with the
unconditional possibility of meeting the needs of future generations.
The main principles of sustainable development in the formation and development of agro-food
markets can be:
— equality of the importance of economic efficiency, environmental safety and social justice in
the development of the agro-food market development system and its underlying principles;
— comparability of producers’ margins;
— equal opportunities for the development of the system at present, and preservation of the
environment, both for contemporaries and for future generations;
— improving the life of all social groups living in all territories, regardless of the level of
development of these territories.
At the same time, it should be emphasized that the application of the above principles is possible

only in the case of a philosophical rethinking of the problem.
Conclusion

Modern global processes in agro-food markets are in a deep ideological impasse, which
characterizes state regulation of the agro-industrial sector practically in all countries. The authorities of
most states and various unions of states, at the present time, do not have motives for prioritizing
conservation of natural resources and ecological cleanliness of food products. Although, this support is
based on the standardization of product quality in almost all countries supporting agribusiness.
Infortunately, this standardization of food and raw materials for their production is aimed at further
narrowing the diversity of food products. All this leads to the dichotomy of "competition-monopoly".

All this determines the need to move to a new conceptual basis for the formation of agrarian policy.
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AHHOTaNUA

Heasn. Ilenbto paboThl SABISETCA HCCIENOBAHUE MPOOJIEMBl JTUXOTOMHHM «KOHKYPEHIIMS-
MOHOTIOJHS» B OTHOIICHHH CTPYKTYPBI PHIHKOB IPOJIOBOJIBCTBEHHBIX TOBAapoB. MeTO10J10THs.
Mertopmonorust paboThl 3aKJIIOYAEeTCs B MPUMEHEHHE OOIMIMX W CIEIHaTbHBIX METOJO0B HAyYHOTO
no3HaHus, puiocodekoro ananuza. Pesyabrarbl. Masble U cpeiHUE POU3BOAUTENN IPOILYKTOB
MUTAHUSA, ¥ ChIPBS AJIS MX U3TOTOBJICHHUS, UMEIOT 3HAUUTENbHO 00Jiee IUPOKUE BOSMOXKHOCTH, KaK
B 00J1aCTH TPOU3BO/ICTBA IPOJTYKTOB BEICOKOTO Ka4€CTBA, TAK M B 00JIACTH IIUPOKOTO Pa3HOOOpa3us
MPOAYKTOB IMUTAHU, B TOM YHCIIE, U IPOAYKTOB OTBEYAIOUINX ITHO-KYJIBTYPHBIM OCOOCHHOCTSIMU
noTpeOuTeNnbcKux npeamnoureHuit. Ho, npu 3Tom, Bo3MoXKHBIE 00bEMBI IPOU3BOJCTBA MPOJAYKTOB
MUTAHUS MaJlbIMM M CPEIHUMH MNPEANPHUATUIMHU, BO3MOXKHOCTH XPAHEHUS U TPAaHCIOPTUPOBKU
MPOAYKTOB MUTAHUSA, JOCTYITHBIE MEJIKHM U CPEIHUM IPOHM3BOIUTENSAM, U, Yallle BCEro, IICHbI Ha
OPOAYKTBl ~ OTHX  TPOW3BOJMTENECH HE  BBLICPKUBAIOT KOHKYPEHIIMH C  KPYIHBIMHA
TPaHCHAIIMOHAJIBHBIMU KOpHOpauusMu. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY arpoXOJJIMHTH, MPUCYTCTBYIOIIME Ha
PBIHKAX, COCOOHBI CO3/1aBaTh 3HAUUTENbHbBIE Oaphephl I BXO/a B OTPAC/b MEIKUM M CPETHUM
MIPOU3BOIUTEISIM, & TAK)KE, CIOCOOHBI BBITECHSATD C PHIHKA YK€ MPUCYTCTBYIOIINX HA HEM HTPOKOB.
3akiaroyenue. CoBpeMEHHbIE TIJI00AJIbHBIE IMPOLIECCHl HA PBIHKaX arporpoi0BOJIBCTBUS
IPOUCXOJAT Ha (OHE TIIYOOKOr0 HJIEOJIOTMYECKOro TYMHKa, B KOTOPOM  HAaxXOIUTCS
rOCYJJapCTBEHHOE PEryIUpPOBaHHE arpoIPOMBILIUIEHHOIO CEKTOPa MPAaKTUYECKU BO BCEX CTpaHax.
Oprasnsl BacTy OOJBITMHCTBA TOCYAAPCTB M PA3IMYHBIX COI030B TOCYAApPCTB, B HACTOSIIIEE BPEMS,
HE WMEIOT MOTHBOB JUIsl TIOCTAaHOBKH BO TJIAaBy YIJla NMPHOPHTETOB, KACAIOIIUXCS COXpPaHEHHUS
MIPUPOTHBIX OOTATCTB M SKOJIOTUIECKOI YHCTOTHI IPOAYKTOB MTUTAHUS. X 0TS, TPAKTHYECKH BO BCEX

CTpaHax, OCYHICCTBIAOIUX MTOAACPIKKY aI‘pO6I/13HCCB., 9Ta NOAJACPIKKA OCYIICCTBIISICTCA HA OCHOBC
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CTaHJapTU3alUuK Ka4C€CTBA MPOAYKIINH, K COXKAJICHUIO, OTa CTaHAApTHU3aluA IPOAYKTOB IIUTaHUA U
ChIpbs JIs1 UX H3IOTOBJICHHA HaIIpaBJICHA Ha CIIC Ooubllee CYXKCHHUC p33H006paSI/I$I MU CBBIX

IIPOAYKTOB. Bce 3T0 MpUBOIUT K TUXOTOMHUH «KOHKYPEHUUSA-MOHOIIOIUSD.
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