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Abstract 

The aim of the work is to analyze the prerequisites for the formation of the methodology of 

the foresight of the social and economic system from the standpoint of social philosophy. The 

methodology includes the application of general and special methods of scientific knowledge, 

foresight in the development of the socio-economic system. Transformation of the role of rural 

areas as agrarian production, increasing unemployment, the gap between the standard of living in 

the city and the countryside, especially hard-to-reach rural settlements, leads to the need to rethink 

the role of the socio-economic system of rural areas. It is shown that when forming a long-term 

forecast for the transformation of social and economic life, it is necessary to proceed both from 

the concepts of sociology and economics, as well as the concept of humanism and the necessity 

and preservation of cultural landscapes. At present, approaches have been developed that allow 

introducing innovative approaches to the formation of social and political processes, tools for the 

formation and preservation of the cultural landscape of the territory. Long-term forecasting 

methods are needed to assess the long-term consequences of their implementation. All these issues 

need to be investigated in the formation of foresight opinions on the development of rural areas, 

and these forecasts should be carried out within the framework of a broader interpretation of the 

socio-economic system, while an objective assessment of the possibilities for finding a balance 

of interests between rural and urban residents should be carried out through the social 

methodology philosophy. 

P
u

b
li

sh
in

g
 H

o
u

se
 "

A
N

A
L

IT
IK

A
 R

O
D

IS
" 

(a
n

al
it

ik
ar

o
d
is

@
y

an
d

ex
.r

u
) 

h
tt

p
:/

/p
u

b
li

sh
in

g
-v

ak
.r

u
/ 



The interaction between humanities and natural sciences in the process of rural… 301 
 

Methodology of foresight studies of the socio-economic system of rural areas… 
 

For citation  

Smirnova O.O. (2016) Metodologiya forsait-issledovanii sotsial'no-ekonomicheskoi sistemy 

sel'skoi mestnosti kak problema sotsial'noi filosofii [Methodology of foresight studies of the 

socio-economic system of rural areas as a problem of social philosophy]. Kontekst i refleksiya: 

filosofiya o mire i cheloveke [Context and Reflection: Philosophy of the World and Human 

Being], 5 (6В), pp. 300-307. 

Keywords 

Rural life, socio-economic system, social philosophy, rural population, foresight.  

Introduction 

The dichotomy "city-village" is one of the most significant when considering the living conditions 

of the population. A considerable number of studies in all fields of the social sciences reveal 

fundamentally different living conditions, characteristics of the cultural and social environment, and 

even psychological features. However, profound transformations in this area, the correlation, 

interconnection and interdependence of rural and urban in the life of society in conditions remain an 

unexplored area. In a situation where a significant amount of research is devoted to the processes of 

urbanization and ways of life in urban conditions, the philosophical rethinking of living conditions in 

rural areas remains outside the field of research.  

Meanwhile, the most rapid transformations and fundamentally new social processes take place in 

the life of the urban and rural population right now, such as ruralization, which means making decisions 

within the framework of a certain understanding of these processes. However, it is obvious that only 

philosophical basis can determine the direction, nature and depth of these processes, which are studied 

with varying degrees of detail in various social sciences. All this leads to the fact that in conditions 

when it is necessary to take a decision based on a long-term forecast, the most "influential" coordinate 

system of experts making such forecasts prevails in this methodology. In addition, the same problem 

also reveals the ethical component of such decisions. How is it possible to preserve the existing way of 

life, including indigenous peoples, cultural landscapes in conditions where the economic component is 

key in making any decisions of public administration?  

The economic role of the rural population 

According to international organizations, the share of the rural population is constantly decreasing, 

and this trend is typical for the population of all countries of the world. The reasons for this change 
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include both economic reasons, such as the development of technology and labor intensification in the 

agricultural sector and, as a consequence, a decrease in the number of employed people. Also, a 

significant trend is the enlargement of farms, the strengthening of the role of vertically integrated 

entities in agricultural markets in developed and developing countries. All this leads to the fact that the 

economic role of the rural population is changing. A smaller population is required to ensure food 

security [Atanov, Badmaeva, Egorov, 2013].  

On the other hand, reducing the economic role of the social group to an economic function, even 

as important as the country's food security, is a significant restriction. Residents of a certain territory 

are carriers of the "cultural code", and in the countryside its preservation allows to preserve the identity 

of the population, including small ethnic groups.  

Historically, the economic role of the rural population was to provide food for the population of 

the state. The decrease in the number of people employed in agriculture due to the increase in the 

efficiency of agricultural production has led to the fact that the economic contribution of the rural 

population to the development of the national economy and its structure is changing. In addition, a 

number of researchers predict a further decline in the rural population due to a significant decrease in 

its historically determined function. Thus, the decrease in the economic importance of the rural 

population also means an increase in the cost of providing it with socially important services and 

infrastructure per capita of such territories. Part of the problem is solved by resettlement of the able to 

work population in urban areas. Primarily, this process is carried out with the help of rural youth.  

The humanitarian paradigm as a limitation of making  

decisions in the development of rural areas 

With long-term forecasting, it is very significant that the social conditions of rural life both in 

developing and less developed and developed countries differ significantly from urban conditions in 

such indicators as the availability of quality education, medical institutions, transport infrastructure. 

According to the practice of the EU countries, the reduction in the lag in certain elements of the social 

and economic sphere, such as the possibility of providing emergency medical care, high-quality and 

affordable schooling, involves significant costs, the need for which is the subject of discussion. 

Therefore, the transformation of the population structure is the reason for the change in the focus of the 

study because of the changing role of the rural population.   

However, on the other hand, the rural population is the main bearer of the cultural landscape of the 

territory. The questions of its value are not debatable, but the question arises of methods of their 
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preservation on the one hand and of the development on the other. Preservation of cultural values 

through the creation of regional museums does not imply the further production of cultural values in 

the traditional way. Also the issue of the rights of the individual to live on his/her historical territory, 

including indigenous peoples, is very significant. At the same time, there is a social process of 

resettlement from urbanized areas to rural areas with various socio-economic aims, including workers 

engaged in professional activities remotely.  

Modern approaches to public administration are more based on scientific methods of decision-

making, including those with long-term consequences. Such methods include foresight which means 

to get a long-term forecast based on a significant number of expert opinions [Ladykova, Vasilyeva, 

Zavisha, 2015]. Therefore, it is necessary to form a basis for attitudes in the formation of such forecasts, 

taking into account all possible consequences, imposing certain restrictions on the accounting of the 

humanitarian paradigm, as well as ethics in terms of maintaining the level of economic development 

of the territories.  

Conclusion 

At the same time, there are approaches which allow to introduce innovative ways to the formation 

of social and political processes, tools for the formation and preservation of the cultural landscape of 

the territory. To assess the long-term consequences of their implementation, long-term forecasting 

methods.  

All these issues need to be investigated in the formation of foresight views on the development of 

rural areas, while these forecasts should be carried out within the framework of a broader interpretation 

of the socio-economic system, while an objective assessment of the possibilities for finding a balance 

of interests between rural and urban residents should be carried out through the methodology of social 

philosophy.  

References 

1. Afanas'eva M.V. (2014) Metodologicheskie osnovy i perspektivy razvitiya prognozirovaniya i 

forsaita kak osnovy strukturnykh issledovanii v energetike [Methodological bases and prospects for 

the development of forecasting and foresight as the basis for structural research in the energy sector]. 

Energeticheskaya politika [Energetic policy], 6, pp. 22-31. 

2. Atanov N.I., Badmaeva M.V., Egorov M.M. (2013) Faktory i mekhanizmy modernizatsii sel'skoi 

zhizni i ekonomiki [Factors and mechanisms of modernization of rural life and economy]. Vestnik 



304 Context and Reflection: Philosophy of the World and Human Being. 2016, Vol. 5, Is. 6B 
 

Ol'ga O. Smirnova 
 

BGU [Herald of BSU], 2, pp. 51-55. 

3. Corbett M. (2014) The ambivalence of community: A critical analysis of rural education's oldest 

trope. Peabody Journal of Education, 89, 5, pp. 603-618. 

4. Danova M.A. (2013) Metodika vybora prioritetov pri prognozirovanii nauchno-tekhnicheskogo 

razvitiya krupnomasshtabnykh ob"ektov na osnove tekhnologii. Forsait [Method of choosing 

priorities in forecasting the scientific and technological development of large-scale facilities based 

on technology. Foresight]. Aviatsionno-kosmicheskaya tekhnika i tekhnologiya [Aviation and space 

technology and technology], 7, pp. 227-231. 

5. Gutnik N.A., Polyakova N.Yu. (2017) Metod forsait v strategicheskom planirovanii [Foresight's 

method in strategic planning]. Sovremennye problemy i tendentsii razvitiya ekonomiki i upravleniya 

[Modern problems and tendencies of development of economy and management], pp. 101-103. 

6. Jepson D. (2015) The Lure of the Countryside: The Spiritual Dimension of Rural Spaces of Leisure. 

In: Landscapes of Leisure. Palgrave Macmillan UK. 

7. Ladykova T.I., Vasil'eva I.A., Zavisha E.N. (2015) Forsait-tekhnologii v prognozirovanii 

innovatsionnogo razvitiya regiona [Foresight technologies in forecasting innovative development of 

the region]. Upravlenie ekonomicheskimi sistemami [Management of economic systems], 4 (76),  

pp. 32-42. 

8. Ovchinnikov O.V., Ban T.M. (2014) Sotsiologiya severnoi derevni: dialektika formirovaniya 

sobstvennika [Sociology of the northern village: dialectics of the formation of the owner]. Vestnik 

Severnogo (Arkticheskogo) federal'nogo universiteta. Seriya: Gumanitarnye i sotsial'nye nauki 

[Bulletin of the Northern (Arctic) Federal University. Series: Humanities and Social Sciences], 6, 

pp. 63-70. 

9. Shatalov M.A., Akhmedov A.E., Smol'yaninova I.V. (2016) Tekhnologii forsait kak faktor 

obespecheniya ustoichivogo razvitiya ekonomicheskikh sistem [Foresight Technologies as a Factor 

for Ensuring the Sustainable Development of Economic Systems]. Izvestiya VUZov Kyrgyzstana 

[Proc. of Kyrgyz universities], 8-2, pp. 48-50. 

10. Sibirskaya E.V. et al. (2016) Analiz protsessa privlecheniya investitsii v natsional'nuyu ekonomiku 

s ispol'zovaniem metodologii forsait [Analysis of the process of attracting investments into the 

national economy using the methodology of the foresight]. Mezhdunarodnyi nauchno-

issledovatel'skii zhurnal [International Scientific and Research Journal], 11-1, pp. 65-72. 

11. Sitnikova A.A. (2014) Sovremennye praktiki forsait-issledovaniya budushchego sotsial'no-

antropologicheskikh sistem, v tom chisle etnokul'turnykh grupp severnykh regionov Rossiiskoi 

Federatsii [Modern practices of foresight research of future socio-anthropological systems, 



The interaction between humanities and natural sciences in the process of rural… 305 
 

Methodology of foresight studies of the socio-economic system of rural areas… 
 

including ethno-cultural groups of the northern regions of the Russian Federation]. Sotsiodinamika 

[Socio Dynamics], 9, pp. 44-62. 

12. Stroeva O.A. (2015) Forsait kak napravlenie i novyi format prognozirovaniya innovatsionnogo 

razvitiya strany [Foresight as a direction and a new format for forecasting the country's innovative 

development]. BBC 65 -43 F-94, p. 14. 

13. Toshchenko Zh.T. (2016) Evolyutsiya idei sotsiologii zhizni [Evolution of the ideas of the 

sociology of life]. Gumanitarii Yuga Rossii [Humanitarian of the South of Russia], 2, pp. 13-27. 

14. Zeer E.F. (2015) Prognozirovanie professional'nogo budushchego uchashcheisya molodezhi 

[Prediction of the professional future of young students]. In: Professional'noe obrazovanie: 

problemy, issledovaniya, innovatsii [Vocational education: problems, research, innovations]. 

Ekaterinburg. Vol. 2. 

Методология форсайт-исследований социально-экономической системы 

сельской местности как проблема социальной философии 

Смирнова Ольга Олеговна 

Кандидат экономических наук, доцент, 

кафедра современного банковского дела, экономической теории,  

финансирования и кредитования, 

Академия им. Маймонида, 

Российский государственный университет им. А.Н. Косыгина, 

115035, Российская Федерация, Москва, ул. Садовническая, 52/45; 

e-mail: oos39@mail.ru 

Аннотация 

Цель. Целью работы является анализ предпосылок формирования методологии форсайта 

социально-экономической системы с позиции социальной философии. Методология. 

Методология включает в себя применение общих и специальных методов научного познания, 

форсайта в области развития социально-экономической системы. Результаты. 

Трансформация роли сельской местности как аграрного производства, увеличение 

безработицы, разрыв между уровнем жизни в городе и деревне, особенно труднодоступных 
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сельских поселениях приводит к необходимости переосмысления роли социально-

экономической системы сельской местности. Показано, что при формировании 

долгосрочного прогноза трансформации социально-экономической жизни необходимо 

исходить как из концепций социологи и экономики, а также понятия гуманизма и 

необходимости и сохранения культурных ландшафтов. Заключение. В настоящее время 

разработаны подходы, позволяющие внедрять инновационные подходы к формированию 

социальных и политических процессов, инструменты формирования и сохранения 

культурного ландшафта территории. Для оценки долгосрочных последствий их внедрения 

необходимо применение методов долгосрочного прогнозирования.  Все эти вопросы 

необходимо исследовать при формировании форсайт-мнений относительно развития 

сельской территории, при этом данные прогнозы должны осуществляться в рамках более 

широкого трактования социально-экономической системы, при этом объективная оценка 

возможностей нахождения баланса интересов между жителями сельской местности и 

городскими должна осуществляться посредством методологии социальной философии. 
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