Political institutions, processes, technology 105

ru/

YK 34 DOI: 10.34670/AR.2022.38.77.013
IIpakTuka BepxoBHoro cyna CIIIA no 3ammre cCOMAJIbHO-
IKOHOMHUYECKHMX MPAaB U CBO0OA: MOJUTHKO-TIPABOBbIE ACTIEKTHI

Maiictpenko I'puropuii AjiekcaHIpPOBUY

Kannunar ropuandeckux HayK, CTapIIni HAyYHbIA COTPYIHUK,

Hayuno-uccnenoBarenbckuiit ”HCTUTYT DenepanbHON C1yk0bl HCTIOMHEHUs Haka3anuii Poccun,
125130, Poccuiickas @enepanusi, Mocksa, yi. Hapsckas, 15a;

e-mail: G.Maystrenko@yandex.ru

AHHOTAIIUA

beccriopHo, conumanbHas 3allMTa HACEJIEHUs TOCYAAPCTBOM SIBJIAECTCA OAHMM M3 CaMbIX
CYIIIECTBCHHBIX TPEOOBaHWI Pa3yMHOH MOJIMTUKH, HAIIPABJICHHON HAa CO3JaHHE PaBHOBECHOTO
COCTOSIHUSI BCEX CJIOEB 00IIeCTBa. ABTOpP CTaThU YKa3bIBaeT, YTO MpolieMa cyaeOHON 3aIuThl
COLIMAJIbHO-9)KOHOMHMUYECKUX IpaB M CBOOOA Bcerga Oblla OJHOM U3 CaMbIX CIIOXKHBIX, B
0COOEHHOCTH B CTpaHaxX AHIVIOCAKCOHCKOW IPaBOBOIl CeMbM, IJi€ 3TH IpaBa U CBOOOABI HE
IIPUHUMAJIMCh B Ka4eCTBE OCHOBHBIX, KOHCTUTYIMOHHBIX. B cTarbe KOHCTATHPYyETCH, 4YTO
COLIMAJIBHO-O)KOHOMHUYECKHE IIPaBa PU3HABAIMCH TOJIBKO B TOW MEPE, B KAKOM OHU HE HApyIIAIU
npasa U cBo00AbI, yctaHoBieHHble Koncturynuen CIIA. Yka3anHble npaBa ObUIM U OCTAIOTCSA
cdepoil TocyJapCTBEHHOH MOJUTHKH, a HE IpaBa, a MOTOMY M 3alIUIIAIOTCS HAa OCHOBE
MO3UTUBHOTO 3aKOHOJATENbCTBA, MPUHUMAEMoOro rocynapctsoM. OTMmeuaeTcsi Beaylias poiib
BepxoBHoro cyna CIIIA, KoTOpblii B CBOMX pPELICHHUSX peain3yeT TBEPIAYIO JIMHUIO B YacTU
3aIMTHl YKa3aHHBIX IIpaB, HauuHas Cc nepBod Tpetu XX Beka. PaccMOTpeHHBIE B CTaThe
HEKOTOpbIe HarpaBlieHUs AesTenbHocTH BepxoBHoro cyna CIIIA B 061acTu 3aUThl COLMATBHO-
HSKOHOMHYECKUX MPaB U CBOOOJ] MOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO JUIMTEIBHOE BPEMsl OH BECbMa OPUTHHAIBHO
3allMIIA] [PAaBO YEJIOBEKAa HAa COLMAIBHYIO MOMOIIb, YTO, OJHAKO, BIIOJHE COOTBETCTBOBAIIO
AMEPUKAHCKUM FOPHINYECKUM TpaaulusM. BepXOBHBIN CyJ HCHOJIB30BAJ KOHCTUTYLIIMOHHBIE
(bopMyIHpPOBKH (PyHIaMEHTAJIbHBIX HpPaB JJs 3alUThl BTOPOCTENEHHBIX COLUAIBHBIX MPaB U
cBOOOJ TakuM o0Opa3oM, 4YTO pa3pabOTaHHbIE UM MPOLECCyaJIbHble HPUHIUMBI HMEIOT
KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOE 3HauyeHHe. MOXXHO CKa3aTb, YTO CpPEICTBA 3alIUThl CyOBEKTUBHBIX IpaB
uMenu OoJibliiee 3HaUE€HUE, YeM TepedeHb MpaB, 3aKperuieHHbI B KoncTuTyum cTpassl.
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BBenenue

beccriopHo, comuanbHas 3alldTa HACEJIEHUS TOCYJapCTBOM SBISETCS OJHHUM U3 CaMbIX
CYILIECTBEHHBIX TpeOOBaHUN pPAa3yMHOH TMOJMTHUKH, HAMpPaBIEHHOM Ha CO3JaHHE PABHOBECHOTO
COCTOSIHUS BCeX ciioeB oOmiecTBa [PeokoB, 2018, 41].

OTHONIEHUE K COLUATBHO-2KOHOMHYECKUM IpaBaM B IJIaHE UX KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOCTU MEHSIOCH B
CIIIA nmapamienbHO ¢ U3MEHEHUSAMH B MOJUTUKE U SKOHOMUKE. Jlo Hayana XX Beka S5KOHOMHUUYECKOE
pazeutue CIIA  xapakTepu30BajJOoCh HEBMEILIATEIbCTBOM, JHMOO BecbMa OrpPaHUYEHHBIM
BMEIIATEILCTBOM TOCYJapCTBa B SKOHOMUKY. B CBsI3u ¢ OECKOHTPOJILHOH NIEATEIHHOCTHIO KPYITHBIX
KOpHopaluii U 3KOHOMMYECKUM Kpuszucom Ha pybexe XIX-XX croneruil Hauvajics Nepexon K
oOlIeHAIIMOHANBHON colMaabHOW monuTuke. IlocTerneHHO mMpPaBUTENBCTBO U OOILIECTBEHHBIE
OpraHu3aluu cTaiu OpaTh Ha ce0si OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a MOJOXKEHUE HYKIAIOUINXCS: ObLITH MPUHSATHI
pa3IUYHbBIC COLUATBHBIC MTPOrPAMMBI, YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha HEKOHCTHUTYIIMOHHOCTh COLMATBHBIX TPaB,
nipuBeno k co3aannio B CIIIA «rocynapctBa BceoOmero 6arogeHctBus» («welfare state»). [Ipu aTom
rocy/1apCTBO HE OTPaHUYMBAIOCh (HOPMaMU FOCYAaPCTBEHHON MOAEPKKH OeqHAKOB. Takoe moHsTue
rocyapcTBa ObLIO CBSI3aHO C 3aKPETICHUEM JJOTIOTHUTEIbHBIX BO3MOKHOCTEH B OTHOIIICHUH JKEHIIHH,
MOJIOJICXKH, TIPECTAPEIIbIX, HAIIMOHAIBHBIX MEHBIIIMHCTB C LIEIBI0 PeasIbHOT0 paBHOMpaBus. CoxpaHseT
aKTyaJIbHOCTb W HAINPaBICHHOCTb COIIMAJIBHOTO  3aKOHOJATENbCTBA HAa CpEIHUE  CJIOH,
WHIUBUAYATbHBIX MIPEeINpUHUMAaTENe u ap. pabotatomiee HaceneHrne. COOTBETCTBYIOMIAS TTOTUTHKA
MperoiaraeT MpU3HaHuEe HEOoOXOIUMOCTH OOpbOBI C COIHAIBHBIMH PHUCKAMH B UX MIHPOKOM
3HaueHUH («paboTaroInil YeT0BEK He MOXKeET ObITh OeHbIM») [Cadonos, 2011, 163].

OcHoBHAas 9YaCcTh

Opnaxo Takasi TEHJIEHIIUSI HATOJKHYJIaCh Ha CONPOTHUBIIEHNE BepXoBHOTO Cy1a, KOTOPHIN BILJIOThH
1o 1935 r. oTBeprai KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOCTD TMOABISIONIETO OONBITMHCTBA COIMANBHBIX 3aKOHOB. [lo
MHEHHUIO CY/IeH, COITMANIbHbIE TaPAHTUH, HATIPUMeEp, AJIs MoTydareneil TocoOuii nii MeHCHi, SBISIINCD,
10 CyTH, IPUBWJIETHSIMU, a HE ITPpaBaMU, MOCKOJIbKY TPOTUBOPEUMIIN MOJI0KEHUIM OCHOBHOI'O 3aKOHA
rocyJapcTBa 0 MpUOPUTETE TUYHBIX MPaB U IPaBOBOM paBeHCTBe [Bmacuxun, Mummmn, 1985]. Jlumsb
MPUHATHE TPeX BaXXHEHWIINX COLMANIBHBIX 3aKOHOB — «O conuanbHOM cTpaxoBanum» (1935), «O
TpyAoBbIX OTHOmeHUsIX» (1935), «O cmpaBennuBbix ycioBusx Tpyna» (1938 rox), BeI3BaHHOE
000CTpeHUEM MOIUTHYECKOH OOPHOBI, MOBIKATIO Ha o3uiuio BepxosHoro cyna CILIA. OtmeTum, 4to
B 1938-1941 rr. B okpyxenun Ilpesunmenta @./]. Py3Benpra mnura akTuBHas pa3pabOTKa Tak
HaszpiBaeMoro «Btoporo Owmns o mpaBax», BKJIIOYABIIErO B ceOs MpaBO HAa TPyJH, MpaBO Ha
oOpa3oBaHMe U IPaBO Ha couuanbHoe obecrniedyeHrne. OHAKO B CHITY psja IPUYHH HOBBIA JTOKYMEHT
CBET He yBujel. Tak, BBICHIMI CyIeOHBIH OpraH MpHU3HAJ, YTO COLUAIbHBIE MPaBa COOTBETCTBYIOT
HEKOTOPHIM KOHCTUTYIIMOHHBIM IEHHOCTSM, HalpUMep, OO0s3aHHOCTU TrocyJapcTBa O0eCleyuTh
BceoO1ee Onarococrosture. OJIHAKO, COTTIACHO TOCIOJICTBYIONIEMY MHEHUIO BepXoBHOro cyna peub
UJET HE O KJIACCHYECKUX €CTECTBEHHBIX MPaBax, KOTOPHIEC 3alUINAIOTCS B CyA€OHOM MOpsAKe, a O
roCy/IapCTBEHHBIX 3a/ayax IO OKAa3aHWIO COLUAIbHON MOMOIIM U TMPEAOCTaBICHHUIO COLUATbHON
3alUIIEHHOCTH. BepxoBHBIH cy1 ¢ 60IBIIMM TPYIOM MpU3HAI «HOBBIN Kypc Py3BenbTa», a BMecTe ¢
HUM U TIpaBo (eiepalibHbIX BIIACTEH pPEeryaupoBaTh TOPTOBIIIO, KOMMEPIIUIO, IPOU3BOJICTBO, YCIOBHUS
TpY/Jla U OKa3bIBaTh TOMOILb COLIMAJILHO HE3aIIMILEHHBIM IrpyminaM HaceneHus). [Ipu stom BepxoBHbIit
Cyll, COTJacHBIIMCh Ha TOCYJapCTBEHHOE PEryJMpOBaHUE SKOHOMHKH, MPSIMO HE OTKazajics OT
MPUOPUTETA JIMYHBIX MpaB Haa KOJUIEKTUBHbIMU. B pemenun no neny «CIIA nmpoTuB kKoMIaHuu
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Kaponuna IIpogakrc» BepxoBHBIN Cy1 TPOBO3IJIaCKI BMEIIATENBCTBO B YKOHOMUYECKHUE OTHOIICHUS
He nporuBopedamiuMu Konctutynuu. OnHako, B NPUMEUYAHUHU K PELICHUIO UMEJIOCh YTOYHEHHE,
cormacHo kotopomy «Cyn OyneT mpu3HABaTh JEHCTBUA TPABUTENLCTBA IO  YIyUIICHUIO
0J1aroCOCTOSTHUS TOJIBKO B TOM CJIydae, €Clid 3TO He OyJIeT COMPOBOKAATHCS OCOOBIM OTHOIICHHEM K
Kako-11M00 COIMaIbHON Tpymnme U BbIICICHHEM €€ B KauyecTBe MPHUBHICTUPOBAHHOI»
[Canomatun, 2012, 52].

Taxum o6pazom, B 30-e rr. XX B. mpeobnagaromieii TeHAeHIMEH B pakTHKe BepxoBHoro cyna
CTaJI0 HE MpsMOE INPU3HAHWE KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOM 3alUThl COLMAJbHO-3KOHOMHYECKMX IpaB, a
BO3MOKHOCTb TOCYJAPCTBEHHOT'O PETYJIMPOBAHUS COLNAIBHO-I)KOHOMUYECKUX OTHOIIEHUH. Tak miamn
WHaue, HO BbICIMK cyneOHblid opran CIIIA cormacwics ¢ KOCBEHHOW 3alllUTON COITMAIBHO-
SKOHOMMYECKUX IPaB Ha OCHOBAaHUHM OOBEAMHEHUS KOHCTUTYLIMOHHBIX MOJIOKEHUN MM UX HOBOTO
TOJIKOBaHMs. B TeueHue wMHorux Jer BepxoBHOMy cyay yAaBajloCh HPUMEHSTb HOPMBI
KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOTO IpaBa JUIsl  JOKa3aTellbcTBa COOTBETCTBUSl  IOJOKEHUW  COLIMAJIBHO-
SKOHOMHUYECKOI0 3aKoHOo1aTenbcTBa HopmaMm Konctutynuu [Emenun, Hukonaes, 2016, 69].

OpHako ObUTO OBl HEBEPHBIM TIOJAraTh, YTO COIMAJIBHOE 3aKOHOJATEIHCTBO OIICHHWBACTCS
BepXx0oBHBIM CyJIOM TOJBKO C TOYKU 3PEHUS €r0 COOTBETCTBUSI KOHCTUTYIIMM CTpaHbl U BKIIOYEHUS B
ee TekcT. Ha camom fiene BeICINiA CyAeOHBINH OpraH HE BBIIEISIET COIMAIbHO-I)KOHOMHUYECKUE TTpaBa
Kak 0co0y0 pa3HOBUIHOCTD IIPaB, a CYUTAET UX YACThIO YHUBEPCAIbHOM KOHIENIUH paB. Ero nemnbio
OblTa M OCTaeTcs 3alliTa OCHOBHBIX, (DYHJAAMEHTAJIbHBIX MpaB U CBOOOJ, MPEAYCMOTPEHHBIX
OCHOBHBIM 3aKOHOM rocynaapcrBa. [IpakTrka moka3pIBaeT, YTO 3alllUTa COLMAIBHO-3KOHOMHYECKHUX
IpaBa 0OBIYHO OCYILECTBIISETCS Yepe3 3alIMTy OCHOBHBIX IPaB M CBOOO] — ITpaBa Ha KM3Hb, CBOOOTY,
COOCTBEHHOCTB, ITPABO Ha CIIpaBeUIMBLIN cyl. HekoTopble uccienoBaTeay CUYUTAIOT, YTO ITOT OMBIT
ClIeqyeT paccMarpuBaThb B KauyeCTBE IIOJOKUTEJIBHOIO, 3aCily’KMBAIOLIETO NMPUMEHEHMSI B JIPYTHX
npaBoBbIX cembsix [Cadonos, 2004, 194]. ITo3BonuM cebe HE COTTACUTHCA C MHEHHUEM JTHUX aBTOPOB,
MIOCKOJIbKY IleJlasi TpyIa COLUUAaNIbHO-?KOHOMUYECKHX MpaB (Ha TpyZd, oOpa3zoBaHHE, COLMAIBHOE
obecnieueHue u ap.) mnpsMo 3akperuieHa B Kouctutyuuu Poccuiickoit depepanuu, a 3HAYHT, U
3alUIIAThCS 9TH MpaBa OyAyT HANPSIMYIO, a HE Yepe3 JTUYHbIE MpaBa U CBOOOIBI.

Csoero HauOOJIbIIETO pa3BUTHA colMajbHbIE IPOrpaMMBbl JOCTUTIIN B
1960-e ronxpl. M mpom3onuio 3To B TOM YKCIIE NMPHU 3HAYUTENBHOW momaep)kke BepxoBHoro cyna,
Onmarojaps pemeHusM KOTOporo ObUTM MPUHSATH HOBBIE COITUAIBHBIE MPOTPAMMBbI, YBETUUUIICS 00BEM
COLIMAJIbHBIX PACXOJI0B, & TAK)KE ITPOU30LLIO COKPALLIEHUE YHCIIa AaMEPUKAHIIEB, KUBYILIUX 33 YEPTON
O€qHOCTH.

B cBoux pemenusix BepXxoBHBII CyJl HE TOJIBKO COTJIAlIaiCs ¢ HEOOXOJUMOCTbIO MPUHATHUS Ha
(benepaTbHOM U PErMOHATBHOM YPOBHSX COIMAIBHBIX MPOTPaMM, HO U UCXOAMI U3 0053aTeTbHOCTH
COOTBETCTBUSl WX TOJOXEHUI (yHIaMEHTAIbHBIM TIpaBaM, 3aKperieHHbIM B KoHCTHTYIUU.
W3menuBiasics no3unus BepxoBHOro cyna no3poiuiia Npu3HaTh KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOCTh MEPONPUSATUI
MPOTUB JUCKPUMHUHALMKM B OTHOIIEHWU NPEANpUATHNH C YacTHOH (GOpMOil COOCTBEHHOCTH, a
MPEACTAaBUTENN HAIMOHAJIBHBIX MEHBIIMHCTB MOJYYWIM TpaBO OCHApUBaTh COLMAIBbHYIO
JUCKPUMHHALIMIO B CYAE.

B nepBoii monoBuHe 70-X IT. MpoOLULIOrO Beka BepxoBHBINM Cyj MOA MpPEncenaTreibCTBOM Y.
beprepa, HecMoTpsi Ha MMeBIIMECS CyAeOHbIe MpeleNeHThl O MPHU3HAHUM IpaBa Ha COLUAIbHbBIE
nocoOust s OelHBIX, BCTAJ HAa MYTh YXKECTOUCHHS MO3UIMU 1O BOIPOCY OTHECEHHUS COIMAIbHO-
HSKOHOMHYECKUX MpaB K (yHIaMeHTaIbHBIM. V3 3TOrO ciiefoBasio, YTO BBICIIMK CyJeOHBIA OpraH
MIPHU3BaJ OCTaJIbHbIE CyIbl UCIIOIB30BATh B JIeax O 3alIUTe COLNATbHO-9)KOHOMUYECKUX MPaB U CBOOOT
<OKECTKOI mpoLeaypbl paCCMOTPEHHUSA», TO €CTh COOM0aaTh Bce (hOPMaIbHOCTU. 3aMETUM, YTO TaKOM
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MOPSAZIOK PacCMOTpeHHUs ObLI XapaKTepeH AJs Jell, B KOTOPhIX 3aTparuBajiuch (yHAaMeHTalIbHbIC
mpaBa 4enoBeka. B aTux ciyuasx cygeOHoe pa3doupaTenbcTBO HEM30EKHO MPUBOIUIO K BBIICHEHUIO
TOTO, SIBJIAIOTCS JIN KOHKPETHBIE COLMAIbHBIC TIpaBa pyHAaMeHTaIbHBIMU. [10/10)KUTENBbHBIC peIIeHUs
10 pacCMaTpUBAEMOMY BOIIPOCY CTaJU €IMHUYHBIMU. B yacTHOCTH, B pemenusx no aenam «lanupo
npotuB Tomcona» (1969 ron) u «I'pexsam npotuB Puuapacona» (1971 rox) BepxoBHBIH Cy1 OTMEHUIT
3aKOHOJATENbHbIE PELICHUs JIETUCIATyp ITaToB Apu3oHa M KOHHEKTHUKYT, KOTOpbIe OTKa3ald B
COLIMAJILHOM TOCOOMHU HEpEe3WJEeHTaM INTAaTOB, MPOXKUBABIIUM HAa UX TEPPUTOPUU MeHee 15 ner
[JIeGenena, 2007, 181].

B paccmarpuBaemblii mepuoJi aKTUBHOCTh CyAeOHOI BiacTu B 1enoM u BepxoBHoro cyaa B
YaCTHOCTH JOCTHUIJIa HEOBIBAJIOrO pa3Maxa: YHCIO HCKOB TOJIBKO IO BOIIPOCAaM COIUAIBHOIO
obecrieyenust B 1970-e rr. npessiciiio 100 mummmonoB. B pemenmsix Cyaa HaOmonanacs IBOSKas
teHaeHMs. C 0HOM CTOPOHBI, OH HE OTKa3ajcs OT HaMEPEHHUs TOJIKOBATh COLMAJIbHBIE IPaBa Kak
COOTBETCTBYIOIMKE KOHCTUTYIIMH CTpaHBbl, TOATOMY MPAKTUYECKH MOJHOCTHIO COXPAHUIIACh CUCTEMA
KBOT JIJIsl HALIUOHAJIbHBIX MEHBIIIMHCTB MPH MOCTYIJICHUH HA pabOTy B TOCYJapCTBEHHBIE YUPEKACHUS
1 Ha y4ueOy B By3bl. A ciiejoBaTesbHO, mosioskeHus X1V monpasku k KoHCTUTYIIMM HE yTpaTHIIN CBOETO
3HaueHuss. C JpyroM, ciiokujach CHUTyalus, KOrjga cyJeOHas BJIacTh OTCTaWBajla HE CTOJIbKO
COIIMAJIbHBIC TIPaBa, CKOJIBKO CBOE MPABO COXPAHHTH CyNEOHBIM HAaa30p B JaHHOW cdepe, BKIIOUAs
MIPaBo MepPecMOTPa HOPMATUBHBIX aKTOB MO MPUYUHE HAPYIICHUSI OCHOBHBIX TPaB.

Ha cerogusiimnuii 1eHh MOKHO CKa3aTh, 4TO conuanbHoe obecrneueHne B CILIA mpencrasiser
CO0OM CIIOKHYIO CHCTEMY Pa3lIMIHBIX BBITUIAT, TocoOmiA, notaruii [beiinuna, 2017, 68].

3akioueHue

PaccMoTpeHHBIE B CTaThe€ HEKOTOpBIE HampaBlieHHs AesTenbHocTH BepxoBHoro cyna CIIIA B
00J1acTH 3alIUTHI COIUATBHO-DKOHOMUYECKHUX TIPaB U CBOOO/I MOKA3BIBAIOT, UTO UTUTEILHOE BpeMsI OH
BECbMa OPUTMHAJIBHO 3alllUIall MPaBO YE€JIOBEKa HAa COLMAJIbHYIO IOMOIb, YTO, OJHAKO, BIOJHE
COOTBCTCTBOBAJI0O AMCPUKAHCKUM HOPHUAUYCCKUM TpaaulUusM. BerOBHBIﬁ Cyad HCIOJb30Ball
KOHCTUTYLUHMOHHBIE (DOPMYITHPOBKM (PYHIAMEHTATBHBIX TMpaB JJig 3alIUThl BTOPOCTENEHHBIX
COLIMAJILHBIX TIPaB ¥ CBOOOJ TakuM 00pa3oM, U4TO pa3pabOTaHHBIE MM MPOIECCYaTbHBIE TPUHIIUIIBI
HUMCIOT KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOC 3HAYCHHE. MoxHo CKa3aTb, YTO CpCACTBA 3alllUThI Cy6”I>GKTI/IBHI>IX IpaB
nMenu OoJblliee 3HaueHNe, YeM IepedeHb paB, 3akperieHHbl B Konctutyuu crpanst. [lonygaercs,
YTO €CJIM TO WX WHOE MPaBO MPSMO He yKka3zaHO B KOHCTUTYIHH, HO MOXET ObITh pealn30BaHO Ha €€
OCHOBE, TO BCE€ 9TO CO3/aBajio (yHIAMEHT JUIsl 3allUThl TaK HA3BIBAEMBIX «HOBBIX)» IPaB, B YUCIE
KOTOPBIX COLMAIBbHO-3KOHOMHUUYECKHE MpaBa UMEIHN MepBOcTeNeHHoe 3HaueHue [KoHcturyunonnoe
MIPaBOCYME U COIHabHOE TocyaapcTBo, 2003, 151-152].
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Abstract

Undoubtedly, the social protection of the population by the state is one of the most essential
requirements of a reasonable policy aimed at creating an equilibrium state of all strata of society.
The author of the article points out that the problem of judicial protection of socio-economic rights
and freedoms has always been one of the most difficult, especially in the countries of the Anglo-
Saxon legal family, where these rights and freedoms were not accepted as fundamental,
constitutional. The article states that socio-economic rights were recognized only to the extent that
they did not violate the rights and freedoms established by the US Constitution. These rights were
and remain the sphere of state policy, not law, and therefore are protected on the basis of positive
legislation adopted by the state. The leading role of the US Supreme Court is noted, which in its
decisions implements a firm line in terms of protecting these rights, starting from the first third of
the 20th century. Considered in the article, some areas of activity of the US Supreme Court in the
field of protection of socio-economic rights and freedoms show that for a long time it defended the
human right to social assistance in a very original way, which, however, was quite consistent with
American legal traditions. The Supreme Court has used constitutional formulations of fundamental
rights to protect minor social rights and freedoms in such a way that the procedural principles it has
developed have constitutional significance. It can be said that the means of protecting subjective
rights were more important than the list of rights enshrined in the Constitution of the country.
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